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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
Abundant and clean water and air not only support East 
Tennessee’s plants and wildlife, they are critical for 
the health and economic  well-being of residents. From 
drinking water to farmland irrigation to tourism, natural 
water systems are integral to life in the region. Clear, 
breathable air supports healthy living and affords scenic 
views of a natural landscape that locals call home and 
visitors come to enjoy.

Currently, four out of five counties in the 
PlanET region do not meet federal standards 
for air quality.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?
Most of the PlanET region does not meet federal regu-
lations for air quality, adversely affecting the health of 
residents— almost nine percent of children and eight 
percent of adults have asthma, and Knoxville is consis-
tently listed among America’s “Asthma Capitals.” Air 
pollution also challenges our region’s economy. Strong 
tourism and recreation industries rely on outdoor activi-
ties and  scenic views, but poor air quality threatens both.

Ten watersheds cover the region, and water quality 
varies widely, from “impaired” to “outstanding.” Pollut-
ants not only harm the water we use in our homes and 
businesses but also hunting, fishing, and other recreation 
resources. Expected growth will add thousands of new 
rooftops and paved surfaces, increasing polluted runoff 
into local waterbodies.

Reduce pollutants
Reduce the pollutants released into the air, spread on our land, and running into our streams and lakes.

C1 » INCORPORATE Low Impact Development best practices into development projects
Who? Local Gov. • Dev. Commmunity • Community  Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C2 » SUPPORT the expansion of commuter options such as bicycle facilities, ride 
sharing and public transit
Who? Neighborhood & Community  Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C3 » MAINTAIN undisturbed buffers adjacent to water
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C4 » REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE  waste and other material
Who? Individuals • Families •  Businesses  • Local Gov.   |  TIMEFRAME Short

C5 » PLANT and save more trees
Who? Individuals • Families  •  Businesses  • Local Gov. |  TIMEFRAME Short

C6 » CONSIDER the benefits of the EPA WaterSense program
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C7 » CHOOSE energy-efficient appliances and heating, cooling and ventilation equipment
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS TVA, Local utility providers
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C8 » ORGANIZE to pick up litter and clean up trash
Who? Community & Neighborhood Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C9 » SUPPORT the use of pervious surfaces in landscaping and the use of rain gardens 
and rain barrels
Who? Community & Neighborhood Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local Government

C10 » USE cleaner vehicles cleaner fuels and reduce vehicle idling
Who? Transit Providers  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Knoxville-Knox County CAC, ETHRA, Knoxville Area Transit

C11 » AVOID draining wetlands
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Developers •  Local Governments

C12 » KEEP livestock out of streams
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME  Short |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS UT Extension, Local Gov., TN Dept. of Env. and Conservation

C13 » RECYCLE and REUSE stormwater
Who? Individuals • Families •  Local Businesses •  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C14 » CONVERT unused paved areas to green space
Who? Local Gov. • Utilities  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION EXAMPLE: East TENNESSEE 
Clean Fuels Coalition

East TN Clean Fuels Coalition (ETCleanFuels) is a not-for-
profit organization working with regional fleets to reduce 
gasoline and diesel consumption and improve regional air 
quality.  They believe improving air quality in our region can 
be achieved by alternative fuels, (e.g. biodiesel, electricity, E85, 
natural gas, and propane), advanced technology vehicles (e.g., 
hybrids, plug-in electric vehicles), and reduced vehicle idling.  
ETCleanFuels has led projects that span individual, local fleet 
actions to working along entire corridors, like the I-75 Green 
Corridor Project.  

DEVELOP COMMITMENT
Develop commitment to address air and water quality issues.

C15 » INSTALL green roofs and create incentives for others to install green roofs
Who? Local Gov. •  Private Businesses • Utilities  |  TIMEFRAME Long
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C16 » BECOME BETTER EDUCATED about pollution and the savings that can be achieved 
by using more efficient vehicles, reducing waste, recycling, supporting renewable 
energy sources, using more efficient appliances and lighting, and capturing and 
using rain water 
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C17 » DEMONSTRATE the powerful markets for environmentally friendly products and 
services
Who? Local Gov. • Business, • Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C18 » FOCUS on the use of watersheds as the base planning areas for future efforts
Who? Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C19 » GET INVOLVED in neighborhood and community efforts 
Who? Neighborhood & Community Organizations |  TIMEFRAME Short

C20 » HOST place-based events such as hazardous waste drop-off events, water 
harvesting workshops and other educational programs
Who? Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C21 » SUPPORT neighborhood and community energy and water audits
Who? Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C22 » HOST neighborhood clean-up events and tree plantings
Who? Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C23 » DEVELOP PLANS for air and water management that recognize the long-term 
importance of clean air and clean water to their companies’ success
Who? Local Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C24 » REDUCE their carbon and water footprint
Who? Local Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C25 » MEASURE and report performance data
Who? Local Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C26 » INVITE stakeholders and host communities to participate in environmental  
decision-making processes
Who? Local Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C27 » START or EXPAND recycling programs
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C28 » CONSIDER environmental impacts when making development decisions
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short
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C29 » ADOPT standards for energy and water efficiency
Who? Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C30 » PARTNER with local industry to provide regional facilities and programs that 
have broad demographic and socio-economic impact
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C31  » PROVIDE “green” certification and other challenge opportunities to residents 
and businesses
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C32 » EXAMINE demand management policies and practices that determine how people 
and businesses use water and energy most efficiently
Who? Utilities  |  TIMEFRAME Short |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Knoxville-Knox County, Innovation Valley, Visit Knoxville   
County Chambers of Commerce, Metropolitan Planning Commission.

C33 » PROMOTE the importance of clean air and clean water in recruiting quality 
economic development
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

Cooperate across jurisdicational lines.
Recognize that the movement of air and water does not respect jurisdiciational boundaries and act accordingly.

C34 » PARTICIPATE in neighborhood, community, and regional environmental cleanup 
and educational events and programs
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C35 » MAKE data available to the entire region
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS  Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization

C36 » CONVENE to share information
Who?  Local Gov. • Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS  University of TN, Knoxville-Knox County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization, Knoxville - Oak Ridge Innovation Valley

C37 » PARTICIPATE in neighborhood and community energy and water audits
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C38 » CONTRIBUTE to surveys that collect information and seek input
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C39 » JOIN or SUPPORT local and regional organizations
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short
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C40 » HOST events and programs and invite other neighborhoods and communities 
to contribute
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C41 » IDENTIFY knowledgeable local leaders who are able to participate in regional 
events and programs
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C42 » FACILITATE collaboration by emphasizing its importance
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C43 » SEEK win/win solutions across jurisdiction issues
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C44 » IDENTIFY the importance of equity and fairness in all decisions
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C45 » COLLABORATE through social media such as blogs, wikis and other networks
Who?  Local Gov. • Neighborhood & Community Organizations |  TIMEFRAME Short

 

Preserve our natural filters
Preserve natural places such as forests floodplains and grasslands to provide the lowest-cost way to improve air 
and water quality.

C46 » PARTICIPATE in public information and input processes
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C47 » UTILIZE natural filters such as riparian areas and forested slopes for green 
multi-purpose recreation areas
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C48 » REDUCE roadside mowing
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C49 » IDENTIFY important forest and water resources and work to preserve them
Who?  Local Gov. • Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS University of Tenn.

C50 » ENCOURAGE more rain gardens and bio swales
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C51 » GROW FOOD instead of grass
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short
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C52 » DESIGN new homes and other buildings to accommodate existing natural 
features such as clusters of trees, natural slopes and wetlands
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C53 » VOLUNTEER to place conservation easements on important natural features of 
their land
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C54 » DONATE riparian area and forest lands to the local governments if they can 
become part of a network of connected undisturbed open space
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C55 » STIPULATE when selling large tracts of land for future development that 
natural features must be preserved and protected
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Long

C56 » ORGANIZE to identify important community features that should be preserved
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations |  TIMEFRAME Short

C57 » UTILIZE clustered development options to preserve important natural features 
of their land
Who?  Land Owners • Development Industry |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C58 » REQUIRE preservation of important natural wetlands during the development 
process
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION EXAMPLE: Little River Watershed 
Association

Little River Watershed Association (LRWA) is a nonprofit orga-
nization with a 15-year history addressing water quality issues 
in East Tennessee. LRWA’s mission is to foster stewardship and 
conservation of the Little River watershed and its tributaries. 

The association engages the public by promoting educational 
activities that bring a better understanding of river conser-
vation issues, focusing attention on river stewardship and 
conservation efforts, distributing fact-based information about 
the health and status of the river, and assisting citizens in taking 
positive action.

A dedicated board, volunteers, and a small staff do the bulk of 
the work of the organization. LRWA is the only organized voice 
for the Little River.
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C59 » IMPLEMENT programs that allow the purchase or transfer of development rights 
to preserve important natural areas
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

C60 » ENHANCE the tree canopy within our cities and towns
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

Cooperate across jurisdicational lines.
Recognize that the movement of air and water does not respect jurisdiciational boundaries and act accordingly.

C61 » ENCOURAGE development within existing cities and towns and within centers 
or nodes along major existing transportation corridors that will minimize the 
extension of our infrastructure systems and strengthen our transit options
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local Governments, East TN Quality Growth

C62 » CHOOSE to live closer to where they work shop play and go to school
Who?  Individuals • Families |  TIMEFRAME Short

C63 » INVENTORY brownfields, greyfields and underutilized commercial lands to 
encourage redevelopment
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C64 » SUPPORT small-scale shopping and service providers located near or within 
their own neighborhoods
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C65 » SUPPORT allowing accessory dwelling units within their own neighborhoods
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

C66 » SUPPORT infill development within their own neighborhoods
Who?  Neighborhood & Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short


