
We must build a diverse, vibrant region that nurtures 
good health and values a high quality of life.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
Good health is the foundation of a happy and fulfilling life. 
In addition to affecting general wellbeing, personal health 
influences things like worker productivity, life expectancy, 
educational attainment, and income, all of which are 
important for regional prosperity.

Nearly two-thirds of the region’s adults are 
overweight or obese, and one-third report 
they do not include any physical activity in 
their leisure time.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?
The population of East Tennessee, as well as the state 
as a whole, has some significant health problems. Rates 
of asthma, obesity, and heart disease in the Knoxville 
region have grown over the past decade. Cases of diabe-
tes increased 20 percent between 2004 and 2008. Drug 
abuse, particularly methamphetamine use, remains a 
serious problem.

While Knoxville is an important medical center for East 
Tennessee, many areas of the region have limited access 
to health care, exercise, and fresh foods.  Access is partic-
ularly a problem for lower-income households and the 
region’s senior population and will only become more of a 
challenge as the population ages.

Assure the safety of our communities
Assure safe neighborhoods, communities, and workplaces that enhance health and well-being.

HP1 » ASSESS their homes for health and safety features such as installing smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP2 » ASSURE that new structures and facilities are designed in accordance with CPTED 
(Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) principles
Who? Community Organizations • Local Govs.   |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP3 » PROMOTE healthy and safe environments through such actions as improving indoor 
air quality, addressing mold issues, reducing exposure to pesticides and lead, assuring 
healthy drinking water, implementing tobacco-free policies, providing safety officers 
and designing facilities to maximize safety
Who? Educational Institutions  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP4 » TEST for lead
Who? Individuals • Families   |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local Government, Non-profits, TVA, KUB 

HP5 » CHECK for mold and radon 
Who? Individuals • Families |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local Government, Non-profits, TVA, KUB 

HP6 » INSTALL energy-efficient products as budget permits
Who? Individuals • Families • Business • Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS TVA, KUB 
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HP7 » MODIFY or DESIGN homes that are visitable or accessible
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Habitat for Humanity, Local Governments,  
Faith-based Organizations 

HP8 » CONVENE local stakeholders and promote participation in community safety 
programs such as neighborhood watches and block clubs
Who? Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS  City of Knoxville’s Office of Neighborhoods, Other Local 
Government Representatives, Faith-based Organizations 

HP9 » IMPLEMENT processes to ensure that people are actively engaged in decisions 
that affect health and safety
Who? Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Medium  |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local Governments

HP10 » PARTNER with local government, business and community organizations to 
include safety in health needs assessments and develop community health and safety 
improvement plans
Who? Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Medium 

HP11 » ASSURE that workplaces are safe, including eliminating safety hazards, and 
ensuring that buildings are free of water intrusion, indoor pollutants and pests, 
and have regular maintenance of HVAC systems
Who? Businesses |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP12 » PROMOTE safety including participatory approaches to hazard identification 
and remediation as well as appropriate employee training
Who? Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME  Medium 

HP13 » ENGAGE in and adequately support community policing programs
Who? Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP14 » SHARE information with community groups
Who? Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

Reduce our most prevalent diseases.
Decrease the rates of obesity, diabetes and asthma.

HP15 » INCREASE physical activity 
Who? Individuals • Families   |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP16 » IMPROVE facilities for physical activity
Who? Businesses • Non-Profits • Local Gov. |  TIMEFRAME Medium
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HP17 » REDUCE air and water pollution by incorporating best practices into 
production and treatment facilities
Who? Utility Providers  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP18 » EAT healthier foods
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short   |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Local School Districts

HP19 » REDUCE the use of tobacco 
Who? Individuals • Families  |  TIMEFRAME Short   |  POTENTIAL PARTNERS Metropolitan Drug Commission

HP20 » PROVIDE health education and health risk assessments with feedback to change 
employees’ health habits
Who? Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP21 » HELP employees lose weight by providing healthier snacks and encouraging 
physical activity
Who? Businesses • Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP22 » ENCOURAGE peer support
Who? Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP23 » ADOPT tobacco-free policiess
Who? Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP24 » PROVIDE incentives and competitions to promote healthier behavior
Who? Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP25 » PROMOTE and take advantage of the tremendous opportunities to participate in 
outdoor activity
Who? Individuals • Businesses • Non-profit Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short   |   POTENTIAL PARTNERS Legacy Parks Foundation,  
Friends of the Great Smoky Mountains, Visit Knoxville, TN Department of Tourism, Regional Greenway Council

 

Address drug abuse issues
Address the destructive drug abuse that is prevalent in our communities.

HP26 » IMPLEMENT programs such as student assistance, parent networking or peer-to-
peer counseling
Who? Educational Institutions  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP27 » AVOID binge drinking, use of illicit drugs and misuse of prescription 
medications
Who?  Individuals • Families   |  TIMEFRAME Short
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HP28 » IDENTIFY, TRACK and PREVENT inappropriate patterns of prescribing and using 
prescription drugs
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP29 » SEEK help from the medical field to treat disorders
Who? Individuals • Families   |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP30 » SUPPORT enforcement
Who?  Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP31  » EDUCATE youth and adults about the risks of drug abuse
Who?  Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short - Medium

HP32 » WORK with the media and retailers to reduce marketing to youth
Who?  Community Organizations  |  TIMEFRAME Short - Medium

HP33 » ADOPT policies to decrease the use of alcohol or other drugs on campuses
Who? Educational Institutions   |  TIMEFRAME Short - Medium

HP34 » IDENTIFY and SCREEN for excessive drinking using SBIRT (Screen Brief 
Intervention and Referral to Treatment)
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP35 » IMPLEMENT provider reminder systems and evaluate the effectiveness of  
various methods
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP36 » DEVELOP guidelines for prescribing opiods
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP37 » INCLUDE substance abuse disorder benefits in health coverage
Who?  Employers  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP38 » IMPLEMENT training programs that build knowledge and skills related to 
responsible beverage service
Who?  Employers  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP39 » REQUIRE installation of ignition interlocks
Who? Local Governments |  TIMEFRAME Medium
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PROMOTE WELLNESS
Promote wellness as a means to minimize the physical, mental and social costs of treating sickness.

HP40 » CONVENE count y health councils to share information
Who?  Regional Health Councils |  TIMEFRAME Short   |   POTENTIAL PARTNERS State of TN, Univeristy of Tennessee

HP41 » Engage policy makers such as school boards
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP42 » PROVIDE facilities that promote active living
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Medium

HP43 » ADDRESS gaps and equity disparities in the existing system
Who?  Health Care System  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP44 » ENCOURAGE physical activity 
Who?  Businesses.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP45 » IDENTIFY the costs and benefits of wellness as compared to health insurance 
costs
Who?  Businesses  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP46 » FOCUS attention on priority areas: tobacco-free living, preventing drug 
and alcohol abuse, healthy eating, active living, injury and violence-free living, 
reproductive and sexual health, and mental and emotional well-being
Who?  Businessess • Local and State Gov. • Non-profits  |  TIMEFRAME Long  |   POTENTIAL PARTNERS Regional Health Systems,  
The State of TN, United Ways 

 

Encourage active living. 
Create places where people can safely walk and bike as part of the daily routine of school, work and play.

Hp47 » Promote Walking Bicycling And The Use Of Public Transportation By Providing 
Access To Fitness Equipment, Participation In Sports Programs And Leagues, Bicycle 
Parking Facilities, Sidewalks And Walking Paths, And Changing Rooms With Showers
Who?  Businesses  |  Timeframe Short

Hp48 » Cooperate With Local Governments On School Site Selections That Can Promote 
Physical Activity, Limit Passive Learning Time, And Make Physical Activity Facilities 
Available To The Entire Community Through Programs Such As “Community Schools”
Who?  Educational Systems  |  Timeframe Medium
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Hp49 » Consider Health Impacts When Making Transportation And Land Use Decisions
Who?  Local Gov.  |  Timeframe Short  

Hp50 » Engage In At Least 150 Minutes Of Activity Each Week (60 Minutes A Day For 
Children)
Who?  Individuals • Families |  Timeframe Short

Hp51 » Limit Screen Time Among Children 
Who?  Individuals • Families  |  Timeframe Short

Hp52 » Offer Low-Cost, Age-Specific Focused Physical Activity Programs
Who?  Community Organizations  |  Timeframe Short

Hp53 » Develop Joint Use Agreements To Share Use Of Facilities
Who?  Local School Districts   |  Timeframe Short

Hp54 » Provide Daily Physical Education And Recess That Focuses On Maximizing Time 
For Physical Activities
Who?  Educational Systems  |  Timeframe Short

LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION EXAMPLE: Together! Healthy Knox

The Together! Healthy Knox (T!HK) initiative began in May 
2010 with 20 community partners (the Leadership Team) and 
the mission, “a community approach to better health.” Their 
vision of the future is building a diverse, vibrant community 
that nurtures good health and quality of life. They encourage a 
broad definition of health: physical, mental, spiritual, and social.

Since 2010, the T!HK partnership has assessed health and 
perceptions of health in Knox County and identified three strate-
gic issues for health improvement:

How can we achieve equitable health outcomes for all 
community members?

How can we create a sustainable network of partnerships 
that effectively contributes to improved community health?

How can we position health as a consideration in 
community policy and planning decisions?

In May 2011, the T!HK Leadership Team invited a wider circle 
of community allies to tackle these issues. As a result, three 
teams with representatives from more than 50 community 
organizations and agencies worked together for over a year to 
create an action plan. Implementation began in January 2013.
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Hp55 » Participate In Physical Testing And Support Self-Improvement Plans
Who?  Educational Systems  |  Timeframe Medium

Hp56 » Support Programs Such As Safe Routes To School
Who?  Educational Systems  |  Timeframe Short

Hp57 » Support The Implementation Of Assessments Through Training And Clinical 
Reminder Systems 
Who?  Health Care System  |  Timeframe Medium

HP58 » REQUIRE DESIGN of safe neighborhoods that encourage physical activity by 
including sidewalks, greenways, bike lanes, proper lighting and parks
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP59 » SUPPORT local schools and early learning centers in meeting physical activity 
guidelines
Who?  Local Gov.  |  TIMEFRAME Short

HP60 » DEVELOP local parks, recreation and greenways plans that are integrated into 
a regional network
Who?  Regional Greenway Council   |  TIMEFRAME Medium


