


A COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONCOMMUNITY CONVERSATION
about the future

A PARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIP focused on 
improving the prosperity and livability 
of the region

A PLAN FOR ACTION PLAN FOR ACTION that lays out 
strategies and priorities

Tools for IMPLEMENTATIONIMPLEMENTATION, 
including leadership engagement and 
capacity- building 

Learn from Nine Counties – One 
Vision,  but with a new planning area 
and emphasis on community 
outcomes
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Citizen EngagementCitizen Engagement Livability Report CardLivability Report Card



TOP AREAS OF TOP AREAS OF 
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

Regional Strengths
•ORNL, UT, and the region’s medical centers
•Region’s history/Appalachian heritage
•Combination of urban/suburban/rural settings
•Natural beauty of mountains, rivers, and open 
spaces 
•Good range of regional amenities

Regional Challenges
•Quality jobs are needed 
•Quality of the region’s schools
•More transportation options
•Lack of places to walk or ride bikes 
•Aging/deteriorating infrastructure and 
maintenance 
•Drug use
•Poor air quality
•Poor water quality 
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MOST IMPORTANTMOST IMPORTANT
REGIONAL ISSUESREGIONAL ISSUES

Severity of Problem in the PlanET Region Rating

Lack of good paying jobs 2.41
Pollution in the rivers and lakes 2.17
Roads and highways in need of repair 2.12
Lack of public transportation 2.09
Empty commercial buildings 2.01
Loss of agricultural land 2.00
Traffic congestion 1.99
Low achieving schools 1.97
Air pollution 1.94
Lack of affordable housing 1.87
Lack of places to walk or ride bikes 1.86
Overdevelopment of land 1.82
Lack of quality healthcare 1.81
Rapid population growth 1.77
Loss of community identity and character 1.69
Water and sewer systems in need of repair 1.58
Poor water quality 1.54

Higher rating = more severe problem




